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“Researchers have speculated that the Anatolian Shepherd Dog
may actually have come from the Himalayas when the Turks
migrated from Central Asia to what is now Turkey.”

The Anatolian Shepherd Dog is a guardian breed with its origins
in Turkey. Quite probably over 6,000 years old, the breed is
impressive in size, serving Turkish shepherds as front-line
defense from predators.

First Anatolian Shepherd Dog entered the United States in the
1950’s. Anatolian are highly intelligent and responsive to their
Master. However, they can be slow to respond to commands
due to its independence.
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Turkish VillageTurkish Village



Assyrian Bas ReliefAssyrian Bas Relief



Dr. Rodney Young at GordiumDr. Rodney Young at Gordium



Dr Young’s DogDr Young’s Dog



Lt. Robert C. BallardLt. Robert C. Ballard



Ankara, TurkeyAnkara, Turkey



Ballard’s Dolmus (vehicle)Ballard’s Dolmus (vehicle)



On the Road into TurkeyOn the Road into Turkey



Ballard Family by a MosqueBallard Family by a Mosque



Zorba & Peki’s First LitterZorba & Peki’s First Litter



Letter from AKCLetter from AKC





Capar with SheepCapar with Sheep



3 Dogs in England3 Dogs in England



Show Photo MexicoShow Photo Mexico





Working GroupWorking Group



The Breed’s Standard of ExcellenceThe Breed’s Standard of Excellence

 General Appearance

 Size, Proportion, Substance

 Head: Eyes

 Head: Ears

 Head: Skull

 Muzzle, Nose, Lips & Bite

 Neck

 Topline

 Body

 Tail

 Forequarters

 Hindquarters

 Feet

 Coat

 Color

 Gait

 Temperament

 Presentation

 Disqualification
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Size and ProportionSize and Proportion



HEAD AND NECK VIEWHEAD AND NECK VIEW



EyesEyes



Face and EyesFace and Eyes



Eyes and HeadEyes and Head



EarsEars



SkullSkull



HeadHead



MuzzleMuzzle



BiteBite



Nose and LipsNose and Lips



NECKNECK



HEAD AND NECK VIEWHEAD AND NECK VIEW



ToplineTopline



ToplineTopline



BODYBODY



Side View ProfileSide View Profile
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TailsTails



TailTail



ForequartersForequarters



HindquartersHindquarters



FeetFeet

“The feet are to be strong and compact with well-arched
toes, oval in shape.

“Pads are to be thick and tough with stout nails. Double
dewclaws may exist on the rear. All dewclaws may be
remove.”



FeetFeet
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CoatCoat



Coat ColorsCoat Colors



GaitGait
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TemperamentTemperament



PresentationPresentation

 Dogs may appear reserved because he is out of his
territory, but he will be observant of his immediate
surroundings

 Judge should make sure adequate space is available to
avoid crowding

 Judge should allow time to stack the dog before
approaching

 Judge approaches the dog from the shoulder, not head-on
which allows the dog to accept the judge with dignity

 Handler should be allowed to present the bite



PresentationPresentation

 Dog should not be FAULTED for not reacting to bait,
squeaky toys, whistles, buzzers, etc...

 It is not unusual for dogs to appear disinterested

 Dogs should be gaited on a loose lead to demonstrate
smooth and efficient movement.

 Final judgment should take into account the function of the
breed and the dogs overall balance, structure and breed
type.



DisqualificationsDisqualifications

 Blue Eyes or Two Different Color Eyes

 Erect Ears

 Overshot, undershot or wry bite

Canine Terminology: (Spira)

Overshot bite; “Receding, often weakly constructed lower jaw. In this form
of bite the lower incisors are situated some distance behind the upper
counterparts. ”

Undershot bite: “An under jaw appreciably longer than the upper jaw and
frequently turn up as well. No physical contact occurs between upper and
lower incisors teeth in such a mouth.”

Wry bite: “Type of mouth that is twisted to one side, placing the upper and
lower jaws out of line with one another. (a.k.a. wry mouth)



QuestionsQuestions


