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FormForm FollowingFollowing FunctionFunction

In The ChinookIn The Chinook

The Chinook is a working breed.The Chinook is a working breed.



The Chinook is anThe Chinook is an AmericanAmerican Breed.Breed.

The Chinook Breed originated inThe Chinook Breed originated in
New HampshireNew Hampshire in the early 1900’s.in the early 1900’s.



Arthur Walden’s ChinookArthur Walden’s Chinook



Chinook was a working dog and a family dog.Chinook was a working dog and a family dog.



Walden’s Chinooks combined the power ofWalden’s Chinooks combined the power of freightingfreighting
breeds with the speed of the lighter racing sled dogs.breeds with the speed of the lighter racing sled dogs.



In 1928In 1928--29, Chinook and 15 of his sons went29, Chinook and 15 of his sons went
to Antarctica with Admiral Byrd.to Antarctica with Admiral Byrd.



How big were the first Chinooks?How big were the first Chinooks?

Walden and ChinookWalden and Chinook



Herding Breed InfluenceHerding Breed Influence

Historic Photo: early 1900’sHistoric Photo: early 1900’s



ChinookChinook

With hisWith his
progenyprogeny



Perry Greene EraPerry Greene Era
ChinooksChinooks

Photos circa 1940Photos circa 1940 --19661966



Fifth generation AKC FSS listed femaleFifth generation AKC FSS listed female

1981

11
breedable
Chinooks
remained.



Breed StandardBreed Standard
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EssenceEssence
of theof the
ChinookChinook

 Power plus SpeedPower plus Speed

 Tireless GaitTireless Gait

 ImpressiveImpressive

 Dignified and AffectionateDignified and Affectionate



The Chinook is distinctly different fromThe Chinook is distinctly different from
Spitz and Northern breeds.Spitz and Northern breeds.
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SizeSize

ProportionProportion

SubstanceSubstance



The ChinookThe Chinook
is a slowis a slow
maturingmaturing

breed.breed.



The Chinook is of medium size.The Chinook is of medium size.
IdealIdeal height at the withers:height at the withers:

Males:Males: 2424 toto 2626 inchesinches

Females:Females: 2222 toto 2424 inchesinches

SIZE



Body:Body: slightlyslightly longer than talllonger than tall

Proportion



Muscular withMuscular with ModerateModerate BoneBone

Male Chinook

SUBSTANCE



Males should appear unquestionably masculine;Males should appear unquestionably masculine;
females should have a distinctly feminine look.females should have a distinctly feminine look.



 BroadBroad

WedgeWedge--shapedshaped

 ImpressiveImpressive

HEAD

Male Chinook



WellWell--developeddeveloped
and slightlyand slightly

roundedrounded

CHEEKS

Male Chinook
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♦♦ IntelligentIntelligent ♦♦ InquisitiveInquisitive ♦♦ KindKind

EXPRESSION
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Any shade of brownAny shade of brown

 Medium in sizeMedium in size

 Almond in shapeAlmond in shape

 With bWith black rimslack rims

EYES
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Desirable:Desirable: Dark markings around the eyeDark markings around the eye

EYES
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Disqualification:Disqualification:

Any eye color other than BrownAny eye color other than Brown

EYES
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SSetet nearnear the top linethe top line
of the skullof the skull

PreferredPreferred::
Dropped and MatchingDropped and Matching

but any ear typebut any ear type
is allowedis allowed

EARS



SHAPESHAPE

 Medium sizedMedium sized

 VV--shapedshaped

Tips slightlyTips slightly
roundedrounded

EARS

Examples of Ear Types
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Propeller EarsPropeller Ears
also calledalso called

Helicopter EarsHelicopter Ears

Prick EarsPrick Ears

Drop EarsDrop Ears
(preferred)(preferred)

EarEar
TypesTypes
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Broad and slightly arched between the earsBroad and slightly arched between the ears

TOPSKULL
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TheThe StopStop Is ModerateIs Moderate

STOP



The stop isThe stop is
markedmarked

with a centralwith a central
furrow extendingfurrow extending
up the topskull.up the topskull.

STOP



Central Furrow MarkingsCentral Furrow Markings



35

TheThe MuzzleMuzzle is aquiline, shorteris aquiline, shorter
in length than the topskullin length than the topskull

MUZZLE



36

The nose is large and prominentThe nose is large and prominent
and the leather is solid black.and the leather is solid black.

NOSE



ScissorsScissors oror LevelLevel

Full compliment of strong teethFull compliment of strong teeth

BITE
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Disqualification:Disqualification:

Eye color other than brown.Eye color other than brown.

THE HEAD
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NeckNeck

ToplineTopline

BodyBody
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Strong, arched, balanced in lengthStrong, arched, balanced in length

With a protective ruffWith a protective ruff

NECK
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The skin on the neck is pliable,
but a pendulous dewlap

is a fault.

FaultFault

NECK



42

TheThe backback is straight, strong, and level.is straight, strong, and level.

TOPLINE
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TheThe witherswithers form the highest part of the toplineform the highest part of the topline
and slope smoothly into the level back.and slope smoothly into the level back.

TOPLINE
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Sloping ToplineSloping Topline

Roach or Sway backRoach or Sway back

FaultsFaults

TOPLINE
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Well muscled and hardWell muscled and hard
BODY

Male Chinook
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ModeratelyModerately broadbroad

Well filled and deepWell filled and deep

CHEST
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TheThe brisketbrisket reaches to,reaches to,
or nearly to the elbows.or nearly to the elbows.

The Prosternum is Prominentis Prominent

BODY
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LoinsLoins are muscular with aare muscular with a slightslight archarch

LOIN
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TheThe underlineunderline has a moderate tuck uphas a moderate tuck up

Young Chinook femaleYoung Chinook female
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TheThe croupcroup is muscular, slightly sloping,is muscular, slightly sloping,
broad and without exaggeration.broad and without exaggeration.

CROUP
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Narrow or Barrel ChestNarrow or Barrel Chest

Dropped CroupDropped Croup

FaultsFaults

BODY



Saber TailSaber Tail
Moderately set just below the topline

TAIL



The tail reaches to the hock with a slight curve

at the tip when relaxed.



When alert or moving:When alert or moving:

TheThe tailtail is carried in a graceful sickle curve.is carried in a graceful sickle curve.

TAIL



TAIL

Alert ChinooksAlert Chinooks
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 Low or high set tailLow or high set tail

FaultFault

TAIL
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ForequartersForequarters



ShouldersShoulders
havehave

moderatemoderate
laybacklayback

SHOULDERS



StraightStraight

WellWell
muscledmuscled

ModerateModerate
oval boneoval bone

FORELEGS



FlexibleFlexible

SlightlySlightly
slopingsloping

ModerateModerate
andand
strongstrong

PASTERNS



Front FeetFront Feet

may turnmay turn slightlyslightly

out when standing.out when standing.

FOREQUARTERS
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HindquartersHindquarters



Muscular and StrongMuscular and Strong

HINDQUARTERS



Moderately angulated andModerately angulated and

BalancedBalanced with the forequarterswith the forequarters

HINDQUARTERS



REAR PASTERNS

Parallel to each otherParallel to each other

PerpendicularPerpendicular
to the groundto the ground
When viewedWhen viewed
from any anglefrom any angle
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CoatCoat



COAT Thick double coat,Thick double coat,
lying close to the bodylying close to the body



The coat is never so long as to obscure theThe coat is never so long as to obscure the
cleanclean--cut outline of the Chinook.cut outline of the Chinook.

COAT



A winter coat feels soft and plush withA winter coat feels soft and plush with
coarser hair following the topline.coarser hair following the topline.

COAT



A summer coat may be thinner, feel coarser,A summer coat may be thinner, feel coarser,
and should not be penalized.and should not be penalized.

COAT

Female Chinook



The tail is wellThe tail is well--furred with feathering startingfurred with feathering starting
about four to five inches from the root.about four to five inches from the root.

Female Chinook

COAT



There is slight feathering of shorter hairThere is slight feathering of shorter hair
along the back of the forelegs.along the back of the forelegs.

Female Chinook

COAT
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 Thin, sparse, or excessivelyThin, sparse, or excessively
short coatshort coat

 Long, rough, or shaggy coatLong, rough, or shaggy coat

 unprotected belly and/or groinunprotected belly and/or groin

FaultsFaults

COAT



Coat Faults

Long, rough, shaggy coats

COAT



Coat Faults

Long, rough, shaggy coats

COAT
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ColorColor
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COLOR

TawnyTawny coloration, ranging from a pale honey to a deepcoloration, ranging from a pale honey to a deep
reddishreddish--gold, is a distinguishing characteristic of the Chinook.gold, is a distinguishing characteristic of the Chinook.



Examples of Tawny ShadesExamples of Tawny ShadesCOLOR



SymmetricalSymmetrical
white or creamwhite or cream

to pale gold markingsto pale gold markings
are acceptable onare acceptable on
the cheeks, throat,the cheeks, throat,

chest, breeches, andchest, breeches, and
underside.underside.

COLOR - MARKINGS



Cream to pale gold markingsCream to pale gold markings

Color - Markings



Color - Markings

Lighter coat color markings are acceptable on the
Cheeks, throat, chest, breeches, and underside.



Any other white markings areAny other white markings are undesirableundesirable including blazes,including blazes,
socks, and scarves.socks, and scarves.

Blaze along muzzle Scarf around the neck

Color - Markings



A black apostrophe shape mark at the inner corner

of each eye is desirable.

COLOR MARKINGS – EYES



Some tawny coats have extra black hairs that maySome tawny coats have extra black hairs that may
darken the tail and also produce an overlay effect.darken the tail and also produce an overlay effect.

Color - Overlay

Black overlay on red-tawny coat



Color Dilution



Dilute tawny is acceptable
but not preferred.



Pigment as well as fur is diluted in color.Pigment as well as fur is diluted in color.



Muzzle, eye and ear color markings will
also be diluted to shades of gray.



Examples of coat color dilutions
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Any color other than tawnyAny color other than tawny
as described.as described.

DisqualificationDisqualification

COLOR



Examples ofExamples of
Color DisqualificationsColor Disqualifications

COLOR



Color DisqualificationsColor Disqualifications



Color Disqualifications

COLOR



Color Disqualifications
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GaitGait



GAIT
The Chinook's gait is smooth,The Chinook's gait is smooth,
easy, and seemingly tireless.easy, and seemingly tireless.



When viewed from the side, there should be goodWhen viewed from the side, there should be good
reach in the front and good extension in the rear.reach in the front and good extension in the rear.

Female Chinook



Viewed from behind, the rearViewed from behind, the rear
pads should be fully visible.pads should be fully visible.

Female Chinook

GAIT



The back is strong and levelThe back is strong and level
when gaiting.when gaiting.

GAIT



As speed increases, the feet tend to convergeAs speed increases, the feet tend to converge
toward a center line of gravity.toward a center line of gravity.

GAIT
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TemperamentTemperament
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The Chinook is an affectionate and playful family companion.The Chinook is an affectionate and playful family companion.

TEMPERAMENT
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The Chinook is a willing worker who is eager toThe Chinook is a willing worker who is eager to
please and enthusiastic to learn.please and enthusiastic to learn.
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Gregarious with other dogs, the Chinook works wellGregarious with other dogs, the Chinook works well
in teams and within family packs.in teams and within family packs.
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The Chinook is a dignified dog.The Chinook is a dignified dog.

TEMPERAMENT



Standard in SummaryStandard in Summary

Variations are penalized to the extentVariations are penalized to the extent

of theof the deviations.deviations.
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DisqualificationsDisqualifications

Eye Color other than Brown.Eye Color other than Brown.

Any Coat Color other than Tawny or diluteAny Coat Color other than Tawny or dilute

Tawny.Tawny.



The Chinook is aThe Chinook is a
hardhard--working allworking all

purpose dog whopurpose dog who
thrives on activitiesthrives on activities
such as sledding,such as sledding,

skijoring, hiking andskijoring, hiking and
biking, obedience,biking, obedience,
agility, herding andagility, herding and

lure coursing.lure coursing.



Above all else, the Chinook is cherishedAbove all else, the Chinook is cherished
as a loving family companion.as a loving family companion.


