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istory of the Dachshund

Fom whence cometh the Dachshund?" The answer to this question is infriguing,
complex and varied. When all is said and done, there is 1o defimitive answer. The exact
origin of the breed is difficult to ascertain and as been a subject of much speculation.
There are as many different opinions as there ore experts on the breed.

Iiie probable thut short-legged dogs used for hunting co-existed in France,
Germany, and other westerit Enropean countries ceaturies ago and that these evolved in
thety native lands alony separate lines. It appears that there were many dogs that fulfilied
the function of fumiing badgers, without necessarily meeting the Dachsinmd’s description,
as early as the Middle Ages. The nane, Dachshund, meaning badger dog, seems to have
been first used near the end of the seventecnth century when the term, badger dog, defi-
nitely designated both the simocth and the longhaired varieties known today. Though
doubts still remain concerning the original home of the ancestral stock from which the
breed evolued, to Germany must go the credit for having stabilized the bype we know
today.

s the German all -breed stud book in 1840, there were 54 Dachshunds registered.
By 1879, the first breed standard was developed. It was quite a detailed standard and it is
worthy to iote that few changes have been made in the standard since that Hime. The first

Dachshund breed club in Germany was established in 1888. In view of the fact that the

Teckelclub. In 1890, the first stud book devoted solely to Dachshunds was published. There
were 394 Dachshunds listed in it.

‘Erf' developiment of the Dachshind in England cccwrred almost simltaneousiy
with the establishment of record-keeping in Germany. The first Dachshund came to
England in 1840). In shotv records, they first appeared inn 1860 and were exhibited as
German Badger Hounds. They were entered in the English stud book in 1874 as
Dachshunds, but this term was followed by German Badger Dog in parenthesis. The
English Dachshund Club was formed in 1881, thus it preceded the Berlin Teckelclub by
eight years.

L:ten‘.’sfin oy, Dachshunds seem to have appeared on the scene in the United States
within a time frame sinilar to when the tine records of Dachshunds in Germany and
England first appeared. According to AKC records, Dachshunds were recognized as a breed
in 1885 and eleven were entered in what is now Volume T of the AKC Siud Book. In 1895,
the Dachshund Club of America becaine a member club of the AKC.
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History of the Dachshund

B v 1914, Dachshunds were among the top ten breeds exhibited at the
Westminister Kennel Club show. However, with the start of World War 1, the popularity of
Dachshunds declined rapidly because of their association with Germany. During this
time, German breeding and breeding stock became almost non-existent. Fortunately for the
Lreed, there were dedicated individuals under whoese guidance Dachshund breeding was
reestablished in the United States and its popularity extends to the present as evidenced by
the Dachshund being consistently among the top ten most popular breeds registered by lhe
American Kennel Club. .

The Longhatred variety has existed long before the breed was officially vecognized
and is theught fo have been created from the original smooth Dachshund by selective
breeding. It has been noted from earliest accounts that there was a variance in the amount
and texture of Dachshund coats, leading to the theory 'hat those inclined foward long hatr
were bred to others of similar tendency to produce the Longhaired variety.

T!':(-.' Wirehaired Dachshund is a relatively recent development when compared to
the smooths aind longhairs. In the early 1800s, a Wirehaived Dachshund was described as
taller in leg than the smoeoth variety with forelegs curced but less beni than in the smooth.
It is speculated that the Wirehaired Dachshiund was derived from the Simootit Dachshund
and the rough coated Pinscher, with « Deavdie Divanorit oulcross eventually lo procure
maore depth of body and greater length.

The original purpose in breeding Miniafures was to create a very small
Dachshund with which to combat the rapid rise in the rabbit population in parts of
Germany during tne 1800s. These dogs were bred for thefr hunting talents alone, with
little concern for type dnd confirmation. In a combined class for ail conts and both sexes,
the first Miniatures were exhibited in the United States at the Dachshund Club of
America specialty in 1934, Fowr exhibitors competed with nine enfries. During the ensuing
years, the Miniature Dachslhund has grown steadily in popularity and af the same time,
has been established as an important member of the Dachshund breed.

,Ew history of the Dachshund is rich and varied. His future lies in the hands of
present day fanciers and with these in generations yet to come.



Low to the ground,
long in body. . .
Well balanced. . .
bold and confident

head carriage. . .

Bred and shown
in two sizes;

standard and
miniature. . .

Visualization of the Official Dachshund Standard

eneral Appearance

low to the graund, long in
body and short of leg with
robust muscular deve|r_meenL
the skin is elastic and pliable
without excessive wrinkling.
Appoarng neither cripplec,
awewad, ror cramped in his
copacity for movenen-, the

Cachshung is wellbalanced

with beld end confident head
carmiage and inlelligent, alert
facial expression. His aunting
spirif, gDcd nose, loud fongue
and diginctive build make him
wel suiled for belaw-ground
work and far beof'r‘g the bush.
His keen nose gives him an
advantege over most other
breeds for trailing.

Note: Inasmuch as the
Dachshund is a hunting dog.
scars from honorable wounds

shall not be considered a fault.

Size, Proportion, Substance
Bred and shown in two sizes,
standard and miniature, minia-
tures are not a separate classi-
fication bul compefe in a cioss
divisian far “11 pounds and
under at 12 menths of age
ana older” Weight of the stan-
dard size is vsually behwesn

16 and 32 pounds.




emperament

The dachshund is clever, lively
and courageous to the point of
rashness, perservering in
above- and below-ground
work, with all the senses well-

developed.

Any display of shyness is a
serious faulf.

ead

Vizwed from above ar from the
side, the head tapers unifarmly
fo Ine fip of the nase.

Eyes

are of mecium size, almord-
shaped and dark rimmed, with
an ensrgelic, pleasani oxpres
sion; nof piercing, very dark in
calor. The bridge pones ove’
the eyes are strongly promi-
hent.

Wall eyes, except in the case
of dappled dogs, are a serious

fault, and a disqualification in
Piebalds.

DACHSHUND CI.UB OF AMERICA,INC.

Correct Head. . .
side profile and
front view.
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Ears

are set near the lop of the
hend, net too far lerward, of
moderate length, rounded, nor
narrew, noirted or folded.
lheir carriage, when arimarad
is with the lorweard edge just
ioLching the cheek, so that the

ears frame the face.

Skull
is slightly ached, neither oo

broad nor too namow, and

slopes gradually, with litle
perceplible siop, info the finghy-
formed, slightly orched muzzle,
giving a Roman appsaronce.

Round Eye Too Snipey Wide Backskull




Nose

Black is the areferred color of

the nose.

Lips

are fighty stratched, well
covering the lowsar jow.
Nostrils

ore well cpen.

Jaivs

open ng wide and hinged well
back ol ihe eyes, with 5h:mg|\_,#

aeveloped bones ond festh.
Teeth
Powerful carine teeth that fil

closely together in o scissor

A

oile.
An even bite is a minor fault.

Any other deviation is a
serious fault.

eck

leng, muscular, clearcut, with

out dewlap, slighty crched in
the nape, ﬂowiﬂg gr-::i:ef_;.lny
into the shoulders without
creating the imorassion of o

right angle.

SIS ————

DACHSHUND CLUE OF AMERICA, INC.

Lack of Underjaw

Correct Scissor Bite Level Bite Overshot Undershot
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| Soft Top Line

runk

The trunk is long and fully
muscled. When viewad in
profile, the back lies in the
straightest possible line
between the withers and the
short very slightly crehed loin,
A body that hangs loosely
between the shoulders is a
serious foulf.

Abdomen
Slightly crown up.

.. .trunk is long and
fully muscled.

.. .short very slightly
arched loin.




orequarters

For efective underground work
the front must be strong, deep,

long ard cleanly muscled

Forequarters in detail
Chest

The breasibone is stongly
arominent in front, so that on
either side a denression or
dimple appears. When
viewed from the frant, the
thorax appears oval and
exlends downward o the mid-
paint of the forearm. The
enclosing structure of well
sprurg ribs eppears full and
aval to :J||ow, by its amole
capacity, complete cevelop-

ment of neart and ungs.

Keel

The keel merges gradually o
he line of the abdomer and
extends well beyond ine fronl
legs. Viewsd in profile, the
lowest paint of -he breast line
is covered by the front leg.
Shoulder Blades

ong, tread, wellHaid back
and firmly ploced upor the
fully developed thorax, closely
fiied af the withers, furnished

with |".[].‘(3_. el _L';|'Gb|e muscles,

DACHSHUND CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

Correct Oval Fronk

Loaded Shoulders Wide and Round

Carrect Front Angulation

Definitely Set Forward

Cut OFf Keel

The front
must be
strong, deep,
long and
cleanly
muscled.

Short Keel — Short Upper Arm



Upper Arm
Oval when

Ideally the same length as the

viewed ﬁ’OT?I shoulder blede and at righl
ﬁonf. N angles to the latter, strong of

bons ard hard of muscle,
breastbone lying close to the ribs, with
pr ominent. . . elbows clase Io the hody, et
-wdl—spmng capable of free movement.
TibS. Forearm

Short; supplied with hard yet

Elbows Out Correct Ribbing, Keel and Upper Arm sliable muscles on he fron

ond outside, with fightly
strelched tendons on the inside
and af the boex, slightly
curved inwards. The joinls

between the [orearms and the

feet twrists] are closar logether
thar ths
the front does nol uppear

sulder jeins, so that

absclutely straight. The inclinea
shoulder blaces, upper arms and
curved ferearms form parentheses
that enclose the rio cage, creating

e comect "wreparound front”,

Feet
Front paws are full, light, compast,

welkarched toes and tough thick
pads. They may be equally
inclinad a trifle cutward. There
are five toes, four in use, close
fogetner with a oronounced arch
and strong, short nails. Fron

cewclaws may be ramoved.

Correct Front Foot Flat Front Foot Splayed Toot Knuckling Over Dlsquﬂhﬁc&hﬂn
9 Knuckling over of front legs.




indquarters
Strorg and clean'y muscled.

The pelvis, tha “high, the
second thigh, end the meratar
sus are deally he same length
and form a series of rignt
angles. From the recr, the
thighs arc strong ard powerlul,

The legs tum neither in nor out.

Metatarsus

Shart and strong, perpendicu-
lar tor the secord thigh bore.
When viewed rom behind,

they are ugright end parallal.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Dachshund fanciers use the ferm
“Hock” to describe the enfire lower
section of the Ieg from the hock joint

fﬁrough the foot.

“Short Hocks” are desirable.

DACHSHUND CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

Right: Correct Rear
Far Right: Hocking Tn

Correct Rear Angulation

10

Straight Stifel; Long Hock




Hindquarters
are strong
and cleanly
muscled. . .
thighs are
strong and
powerful. . .
Legs turn
neither in
nor out.

Hind paws
smaller than
front paws. . .
foot points
straight ahead
... Tail set in
continuation
of the spine. . .

Visualization of the Official Dachshund Standard

Correct Fool — Rear

Hare Foot — Rear

Correct Tail Set

Cow or Pump Tail

Gay Tail

11

Feet

Hind paws are smaller than the
front paws wilh four compoclly
closed and arched taes with
tough, trick pads. The antire
foot points sra ght ohead and
is balanced squally on the ball
and not merely an the toss.
Rear dewc aws should be

remavad.

Croup

Long, reunded and full, sinking
slighthy toward 1he il

Tail

Set in confinuarion of the spine,
sxtending without kinks, twists,

or pronourced curvature, and

nol caried too gaily.



Correcl Profile

1. HEAD long, uniformly apared,
clean cul

2. SKULL anly slightly arcned
3. STOP mnimum

4. EYES alrondshaned

5. MUZZLE or ioreface

T TE scissor

8. CANINE TEETH i='|!Cr'or:.<ir|g
9. THROAT clean

10. SHOULDER BLADE &
UPPER ARM / Humerus long,
broad, we Hoid back

11. BREAST BONE grominent

12. CHEST oval

13, FORECHEST, BRISKET ong
14. KEEL merge dually inie the
line of the abdomsn and extends
well beyand the font legs.

15. EARS set an nigh and well
nack, reundec

16. OCCIPUT

17. NECK long, muscuigr, wilh
SLME arc

18. SHOULDER WITHERS c'ean
ol excass tal or skin

19. BACK neaitner sagged ror maors
than slighty arched

20. LOIN compact and srong

21. CROUP wump reundea, no
migner than withers

22, TAIL stong in lins with soine,
wel covered with hair, not tao oy
23, PELVIS

24. THIGH fem.r

25. SECOND THIGH or calf libia
& fibula equal ir length at righi
angles

26. ACHILLES TENDON
27. HOCK JOINT tu-ned neither 'n

nar ot

25. TARSUS & MILTATARSUS
verlca

29. KNEE or S5TIFLE

30. TUCK-UP

31. AFTER-CHEST leng

32. KEEL

33. ELBOW closs io chest

34. FOREARM _Ina & radius
35. WRIST & PASTERN shaight,
na werinkles )
36. FEET paws good-sized, firm,
compact, pointing forward

37. TOES wellarned

38. NAILS sleck, and kent sharl

@ / ; w
o § %Z/{{Q)/)

| Diagram of Dichsh
| Technical Terms, and




nd in Show Pose,,
immary of Standard

I Correct from Above

GENERATL APPTARANCE

low fc the ground, long in
body and short of leg with
robust musculer development,
ihe skin is slastic and plioble
withaut excessive wrink ing.
Appearing neither criopled,
awkward, nor cramped in his
capac iy for movement, the
Dachshund is we Foalancad
with bold and confident haad
cariage and intelligant, alert
facial expression. His hurling
spirll, good nose, loud fongue
and distinctive build mace him
wel-suited for below-ground

work and for beating the bush.

His keen nose gives him an
odvantoge over most other
treeds for trailing.

13

SIZE, PROPORTION,
SUBSTANCE

Brad and shown in two s zes,
standard and miniature,

g nof a separate

clessifization but compete in o

class civision for “11 pounds
and urder al 12 morths of
age and older.” Waeighr of the
standard size is usually

between 16 ard 32 pounds.
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att

Fluid and smocth. Foreegs
reach well forward, without
much lift, in un'son with the dii-

ving action of hind legs. The

corect shoulder assembly ond
wallited eloows alow the
long, free stride in frort

B
*i” 1}‘ PO

i

Viewed from the front,

the legs do not mave in exacl
pargllel planes, but incline
slighlly inward o compensate

for shortness of leg and width

of chesl. Hind legs drive on

line with the forelegs, with
nocks {melctarsus] turming nei-

.. .Forelegs reach well

ther ir nor out. The propulsion

o e hind leg depends cn the fOTEU{IT’d. .. with d?’ﬁ)i?’lg
dog's abilty to comy the hing i . i )
gs abilly fo corry Ine fin action of hind legs.

leg to complete extension.

Rear teet do no reach upware
toward the abdomen and there
is no appearance of walking on

the rear pasterns.

14
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‘ Courect Sequential Dachshund Gait

The Dachshund
must have
agility, freedom

of movement
and endurance
.. .for which he

was developed.

15

Viewed in Profile,

lhe [orward racch of -he hind
leg equals the recr exiensian,
The thrust of corect rovemeant
is scen when the rear pacs are
clearly exposed during rear
extznsion. Rear feel do no reach
upward toward the abdomen
and there is no appearance of
walking or the rear paslems.
Feet must traval parallel to the
line of molion with no tendency
lo swing out, cross over, or
inlerfere with 2ach other. Short
sloppy mavement, rolling or
high-steppirg gait, close or
overly wide comirg or going,
are incorrect.

The Dachshund must have
agility, freedom of movement,

and endurance to do the work
for which he was developed.




pecial Characteristics
of the

Three Coat Varieties
The Dacnshund is bred with
thiee varieliss of coal:

(1) Smacth, (2] Wirehnired,
(3] Longnairad, ana 's shown
in two sizes, standa-d and
miniature. All three varieies
and coth sizes must conform
la the characleristics already
specified.

The following features are

o

applicable for each varisty.

DACHSHUND CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
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Smooth, Wirehaired and
Longhaired Dachshunds . . .
bred and shown in two sizes
— standard and miniature. . .
standards usually weighing
between 16 and 32 pounds
.. .miniatures weighing

11 pounds and under, at 12
months of age and older. . .
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mooth Dachshund

Coat

Shert, smooth and shining
Sheuld be neither teo lang nor
loo trick, Fars rot leathery.
Tail

Gracuclly iopered to a point,
well, but not too richly haired.
lorg slesk bristles an ihe
undeside cre consicered o
paich of sronggrowing hair,
rol a laull,

A brush tail is @ fauli, as is
also a partly or wholly hairless
tail.

Color of Hair
Although base color is immaier

luin palterns ard bas'c

Coaf_ . ‘Sh()}‘f; 51-}100f]/1 (_{nd colars predominale. Orecol
5hmmg Should be neither ared Dachshunds incluas red

. mwith or withaut o srading of
too long nor foo thick.

intersy G cars Neirs o
Tail. .fﬂpﬁ’?’t‘?d to a pOf?’lf, sable] and crearn. A small
y amount of white on the chast is
well but not too richly PO T
. . acceplable, bul nol desirable.
haired.

Nose and Nails-
Black.




Two-colored Dachshunds
include b

ack, chocolate, wilg
boar, gray [blue) and lown

lisabelle), each with deeg, ricn
tan or cream markings over

the eyes, on the sides of fhe
jow and U’zder“pr on the inner
edge of the ear, front. breast,
cmetimes on the threat, insice
and behind the front legs, on
the pows and around the anus,
and from there to about ane-
third to one-hal’ of the length of
the tail on the unaerside, Undue
prominence or exireme lighinass
of ton markirgs is undesirable.
A small amoun af white on

the chest is
desirable,

-eplable but not

Nose and Nails

In the case of black dogs,
hlack; for chocolale and all
olhers, dark brovn, but sel-

colored is acceprable.

EDITOR'S NOTE:
This applies lo long-hair, smaoth
and wire ceafs.

DACHSHUND CLUB OF AMERICA

Standard Smooth Dachshund

18

Miniature Smooth Dachshund




Dappled and Brindle

Dachshunds

Sable and Wild Boar

Dachshunds

Piebald Dachshunds

Visualization of the Official Dachshund Standard

Dappled Dachshunds
The dupple (merle) patiern is
expressad as lightercolored
areas contrast ng wilh the
darker base color, which
cepleble
color. Neither the light

nar the dark color should

may be cny ac

predominate. Nosa ond
nazils are the same as for
the one and wocolared
Cachshunds. Partial or
wholly blue (wall] eyes are
as acceptable as dark eves.
"I*‘ |C][ge ared O‘.(' Whife (o]
ihe crest ot a dopple is
permissible.

Brindle

Brindlz s o pattern [as
cpposed 1o a color) in
which blazk o dak stripas
cocur over the entive body
althaugh in some specimans
lhe patiem may be visible
or!|'y in the fan paints,
Sable

Ire scole potrern consisls
of @ uniform dark overlay
on red dogs. The overlay
hairs are double-pigmentad,
with tne fip of each hair
ruch darker han ihe base

color, The pettern usually
displays a wdow's peak on
lhe head. Nase, nails and
ey rims ore black. Eyes are
dark, the darker the beter.

Wild Boar

Wild Baar (agouti] appaars
os banding of the indivicual
nairs and imparrs an averal

rzzled effect whicn is most

ofien seen on wirshaired
Zracrshuads, but may aiso
appear on other cocts. Tan
soints may o may nat be
eviden!. Variations include
red boar anc chocelate
andHan boar. Nase, nails
and eye tims are black or
wild-boar and red-bear
dachshunds. On chocolale
and-an boar dachshunds,
nese, nai's eye rims and
ayes are selfrolored, tha
darkar the better.

Piebald

Fiebald is o pattern (as
opposed to a color) with
clearly defined creas and/
or parchas of while on any
allowed onecolor or two

colored dog. Tworeolorad

piebald paterned dogs

19

may show tan markings
cn ihe face and around
the anus. There are no
catches of [ ghier shadings
within the colored areas
as in the dapple patem.
Ticking in the white areas
is acceplabre. Bye color,
aye rims, nose and lips
are well pigmanted and
in accordance witn the

bose color; eye
never parially ar wholly
blue as distinguishad from
e dopple pattern. Lyes
particlly ar wholy blue is
a disguclfication. Haad
must nat be more than 50
percent white and color(s)
other than white must
cover both ears, back and
front, and extend withoul
inlerruplion from the cars
over poin eyes. A head of
more than 50 porcent white
or white an any portion

of sither ear, back or front
or around the eves is g
(;'isq.J(21|ifi'(:{'mor>_ Pure white
COQg3 Wi No DAY spols
exczot on the heara are fo
pe disqualified. Nails may

o po’i?cﬂ Y or Who“y while.
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irehaired Dachshunds
Coat

With the excepfion of jaw,
eyvebrows, and ears, the whole
boady is covered with o unifarm
tight, shor, thick, rough, hard,
auter coat but with finer, some-
what sofrer, shorter hairs

whk

vied between the coarser

{undercoat) avarywhere distrib

nairs,

The absence of an undercoat
is a fault.

The distinctive focial fum shings
irclude a beord and ays
brows. Cn the ears, the hair is
shorter than on the body,
clmest smocth. The general

arrangement of the hair is such

that the wirenaired Dachshund,

when viewed hom ¢ distar e,

resembles the smaoth.

Any sort of soft hair in the

outercoat, wherever found on Coat. . .a uniform tight, short, thick,
the body, especially on the top ‘ rough hard outer coat. . .distinctive

of e e, s Fu Toe facial furnishings include a beard and
same is true of long, curly, or _ )

wavy hair, or hair that sticks ‘9&/ E?b?’o ws.

out irregularly in alf directions. Tail. H’llddy haired, (gmdua!ly
tapering to a point.

20
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Standard Wirehaired Dachshund

Miniature Wirehaired Dachshund

21

Tail
Robust, thick

| e
y haired, gradu-

ally fapering o o oaint.
A flag tail is a faulk.

Color of Hair
Wilhile

are wild boor, black and tan,

he most common colors

andg various shaaes of red, all

colors are admizsible. & amall

amount of white on the chest,

athough acceptonle, is not
dasiichle,
Nose and Nails

Seme as for the zmoath variafy.



orghaired Dachshund
Coat

The slesk, glistening, often
._alighﬂ\/ WO heir is |:3.'1gel
under the neck and on the
‘orechest, the underzide of the

oodly, the ears, and benind the

lzgs. The coct gives the dog
an elegant oppearance. Short
hair on the ear is not dasi~
able.

Too profuse a coat which
masks fype, equally long hair
over the whole bodly, a curly
coat, or a pronounced parfing
on the back are faults.

Tail

Carried glc:ce{uny pl'o|ongc
fion of the spine; the hair
affains its greotest énglh here
and forms a veritable flag.
Color of Hair

Same s for the smoath
Dachshund.

Nose and Nails

Same as for the smoct.

DACIISITUND CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
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Coat. . .sleek, glistening, often slightly wavy
hair is longer under the neck and on the
forechest, the underside of the body, the
ears, and behind the legs. . .gives the dog an
elegant appearance. . .

Tail. . .hair attains its greatest length here
and forms u veritable flag.
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Standard Longhaired Dachshund

Miniature Longhaired Dachshund

23

Disqualifications
Knuckling over the front legs.
In the piebald pattern: eyes
parfially or wholly blue, or a
head of more than 50 percent
white, or whife covering any
portion of the ears, back and
front, or around the eyes, or
pure white with no body spots
except on the head. Colors

or patferns other than those

specified above.

The foregoing description is
that of the ideal Dachshund.
Any deviation from the previ-
ously described dog must be
penalized to the extent of the
deviation keeping in mind the
importance of the contribution
of the various features toward
the basic original purpose of

the breed.

Approved November 14, 2017
[Effective January 1, 2018
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