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1. There is no preference given between rose or button ears.

2. The Pug nose lies centered well below the eyes, forming a 

triangle with them.

3.     Pugs should have moderately bent stifles.

4.     White toenails are a disqualification.

5.     Whiskers must be removed before showing a Pug.

6.     The Pug should be very slightly undershot.

7.     The preferred weight is 15 to 20 pounds, dog or bitch.

8.     The neck is short, slightly arched and thick.

9.     The Pug foot is round.

10.   The eye is black in black Pugs and dark brown in fawn 

Pugs.

11.  The Pug has a level topline.

12.  The muzzle is short, blunt, square but not upfaced.

13.  Because of the slight roll in the hindquarters, the rear is  

narrower than the front.

14.  The Pug is slightly longer than tall.

15.  The colors listed in the standard are Fawn, or Black.

Do you know about Pugs?
True or False quiz
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Club of America 
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Strengths

to look 

for

The Pug

One Minute Summary
This is a Toy Dog from China. 

 Square and Cobby

 Large Massive Head, Round (not apple headed)

 Tightly Curled Tail

 Level Topline

 Slightly undershot bite (reverse scissors)

 Sound Movement

 Playful, Loving Disposition

 Black 

 Fawn (Trace down back)

 Round Head

 Square Body

 Curly Tail

 Level Topline

 Short Square Muzzle (not upfaced)

 Neck of Sufficient length to carry head proudly

 Front Legs Set Well Under

 Moderate bend of Stifle and Short Hocks

 Free, Self-assured and jaunty gait

Colors



Profile From Illustrated 

Standard Guide



Desired Shape



A Horizontal Line on Top of 

Nose Should Go Across the 

Middle of Eyes and Touch 

the Tip of the Alert Ear



Vertical Line Down 

Middle of Face



Head 

Four Equal Parts



To Have a 

Round Head 

You Must Have a Chin



Put All Views of the Head 

Together = HEAD ROUND



Nose Placement

Nose set in line with middle eyes and tip of alert ears.



Eyes 

Dark, Large, Round 

and  Soft



These eyes are too light



Rose

Button

There Are Two 

Types of Ears



Examples

Good Button Ears

Good Rose Ears



ROSE EAR

BUTTON EAR

Side Profiles



Two Different Ears
Not Desirable



Head Wrinkles 

Important to Expression



Muzzle is flat in profile



Muzzle – Short, Blunt, Square 

but not upfaced
Correct Round 

Head Fits into a 

square

Long Head Fits 

into a Rectangle

Pinched Muzzle 

Triangular Head

Lippy Muzzle Lacking 

in underjaw



Bite

Slightly Undershot



Neck 

of sufficient length to 

carry large head 

proudly

Bitch                                    Dog



.

Body - Short and Cobby, 

Chest Wide, Well Ribbed Up, 

Back Level From Withers to 

High Tail Set
measured from point of shoulder to rump and withers to ground 



Tail Curled Tightly 

Over the Hip
Double Curl Perfection

Set High and 

Tight to Body

Double Curl But 

Low Set

Moderately Low Set 

But Tight to Body

Low Set and 

Carried Loosely 
(should not see 

through or under tail)



Front Legs Straight &

Well Set Under

Forequarters



Correct Correct Incorrect

Tight feet                  Flexible pastern Pastern too straight

Feet and Pasterns Strong

Incorrect Incorrect

Splayed Foot      Down in Pastern



Rear Legs in 

Line with Hips

Hindquarters



Rear is as wide as 

the Shoulders

Looking from the top 

of the Pug

Correct 

Square

Narrow 

Pinched Rear

Loaded 

Shoulders



Color

Fawn

Black



Good Trace



More of a Smudge 

Not Necessarily a 

Trace



Side Gait

Correct 

Movement

Incorrect 

Hackney Gait 

Incorrect               

Body too Long       

Feet Do Not Meet

Incorrect        

Body too Short 

Feet Overreach

Incorrect 

Pacing



CORRECT AT A WALK

Double Track when walking 

Converge slightly when 

speed increases



Dogs Should Appear 

Masculine 

Bitches Should Appear 

Feminine.



Even Tempered,

Often a Clown in the 

Ring and at Home



Great Affection for People



A “natural” dog - a Pug is 

relatively easy to show.

We hope you enjoy judging our 

breed



Pictures

Look at the Following 

Pictures. Some Are Good 

Examples and Some Are Not 

So Good.  

You Be the Judge!



Side Gait, Balance, 

Topline, Head 

Carriage 



Side Gait, Balance, 

Topline, Head 

Carriage



Topline, Tail Set



Front Standing



Front Standing



Front Standing



Front Movement 

Coming at You



Rear Stacked



Rear Going Away



Head



Head



Head



Head



Head



Head



Head In Profile



Head In Profile



Head In Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile



Profile

Notice the nice tail



Tail



Tail



Too Cute!



The Pug Dog Club of 

America Hopes You 

Enjoy Judging Our 

Pugs.

PowerPoint presentation prepared by Donnelle & Del Richards, Gilroy, CA

Email:  donnellerichards@verizon.net



The Pug

One Minute Summary
This is a Toy Dog from China. 

 Square and Cobby

 Large Massive Head, Round (not apple headed)

 Tightly Curled Tail

 Level Topline

 Slightly undershot bite (reverse scissors)

 Sound Movement

 Playful, Loving Disposition

 Black 

 Fawn (Trace down back)

 Round Head

 Square (Chest to back of Tail, withers to ground)

 Curly Tail

 Level Topline

 Short Wide Muzzle (not upfaced)

 Neck of Sufficient length to be carried proudly

 Front Legs Set Well Under

 Moderate bend of Stifle and Short Hocks

 Free, Self-assured and jaunty gait

Colors

Strengths

to look for


