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Welcome

� Thank you for your interest !
� Sealyham Terriers, though rare in numbers, do 

very well in the show ring. A hardy terrier that was 
once the darling of Royalty and Hollywood, now 
it is the exception rather than the rule to see any 
at a local show.

� About 50 puppies are registered yearly.



Objectives

� Provide background to 
assist in evaluation of 
the Sealyham Terrier                                                  

� Give you information to 
interpret the standard

� Answer questions that 
you have about the 
breed and standard.



HistoryThe Breed derives its name 
from the Sealyham estate in 
Haverfordwest, Wales of 
Captain John Edwardes, 
who developed from 
obscure ancestry a strain of 
dogs noted for their prowess 
in quarrying badger, fox and 
otter in the year 1848.



History
� This terrier was to be intelligent, small and supple, 

strong in jaw, but active and short-legged to 
enable it to get in and out of the places where the 
badgers lived.

� Exact ancestry is not known, but it is assumed that 
he used the small white terrier resembling a bull 
terrier which is now extinct; also the Dandie
Dinmont to shorten the legs, and the West Highland 
White Terrier to set the white color.

� The Sealyham’s first recorded show appearance 
was in 1903 and was first imported to the US in 1911.



History
� Exact ancestry is not known, but it is assumed that 

he used the small white terrier resembling a bull 
terrier which is now extinct; also the Dandie Dinmont
to shorten the legs, and the West Highland White 
Terrier to set the white color.

� The Sealyham’s first recorded show appearance 
was in 1903 and was first imported to the US in 1911.

Peer Gynt

weighed 27 lb and it was said that 
he gave the breed the type and 
size that everybody wanted. The 
breed had already changed a 
good deal from Captain Edward´s 
type of Sealyham of 12 lb. Peer Gynt
was used several times and he was 
the beginning of the "modern 
sealyham".



Purpose

Sealyham Bolting a Badger Also see: https://youtu.be/Ek1CIpQVuTI



Development
To shorten the legs and give a sturdy build the Dandie Dinmont and 
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi were used. The Corgi provided the 
brazen audacity and the wrap around front. The Cheshire Terrier, a 
small version of the white bull terrier, was used for gameness; the 
Westie was used for the color and the Fox Terrier for coat texture.

Bootlegger 
– an early big winner



Development
Despite all differing opinions as to its origin, it is clear 
that the Sealyham Terrier has a mixed background to 
his ancestry. On a whole, the Sealyham Terrier adds 
up to a remarkable attractive terrier as comfortable in 
our homes as he was in the field of the Welsh estates. 
This small compact dog should in all ways embody 
power, alertness, determination and extraordinary 
substance.

Early Ch Scotia Stylist



Popularity
During the 1930’s-40’s the breed had strong popularity, with 
many celebrity owners like Alfred Hitchcock, Mae West, 
Princess Margaret, Gary Cooper, Cary Grant, Humphrey 
Bogart, Bette Davis, Elizabeth Taylor and others.  
Unfortunately with the rise of the pocket breeds and perhaps 
other smaller terriers, combined with the changes to modern 
living, the Sealyham Terrier is now rarely seen and generally 
out of the public eye, despite wins at prestigious events like 
Crufts, Eukanuba, Westminster KC, Montgomery County KC 
and the World show.



Breed Uses
� Conformation
� Obedience, Agility and Rally
� Earthdog Work, Barn Hunt, Tracking, 

Hunting, Lure coursing, Nosework
� General Family Pet and Protector



Breed Issues
� Primary Lens Luxation (PLL) ~ DNA test available
� Other eye problems – CERF or OFA Eye exam required for CHIC
� IVDD – degenerative Disc disease – common in dwarf breeds
� Generally a robust and long lived dog, although allergies, 

Demodex and other diseases common to dogs do occur.



Early Champions



Recent Champions





Breed Characteristics

� The Sealyham should be 
the embodiment of 
power and 
determination, ever 
keen and alert, of 
extraordinary substance, 
yet free of clumsiness. 
Your first impression 
should be balance. 

� Characteristics required 
of a proper working 
terrier should be 
considered of utmost 
importance.

� There is not single feature 
that outweighs all others, 
and balance of all parts 
is the key to this 
handsome terrier.



General character, balance and 
size

15

Head 5

Eyes 5

Mouth 5

Ears 5

Neck 5

Shoulders and brisket 10

Body, ribs and loin 10

Hindquarters 10

Legs and feet 10

Coat 10

Tail 5

Color (body marking and ticking) 5

SCALE OF POINTSUNDERLYING BONE STRUCTURE

Breed Characteristics

Ground to withers equals withers to tail set; hindquarters protruding 
well behind set of tail; forechest equally protruding well in front of 
shoulder (well laid back shoulder); elbows set back under withers; 
length of scapula equals length of upperarm.



Character

The Sealyham is a proud, compact, sturdy little dog that makes an ideal companion for
young and old in today’s modern world, adapting well to both city and country living.
He expects the attention which he considers his due and enjoys a brisk walk to
investigate the new smells in the neighborhood. He is very inquisitive and a delightful
clown and surveys the world with supreme self-confidence and good humor.

Sealyhams are most charming and lovable, giving their owners endless love and
devotion. While devoted to his family, he is never servile, even when being disciplined.
He will rarely, if ever, cower, for he is possessed with an indomitable spirit and immense
pride. He owns, he is not owned by his family. Once he has taken his place in the
household, he is virtually assured of equal status.

The Sealyham’s temperament has remained one of his distinctive traits -- friendly and
lovable, responsive to human contacts, a constant, loyal and devoted companion.
Having had one Sealyham in a home is to be satisfied with no other breed, and that is
the finest tribute that can be paid to any breed.

Although the standard does not mention “character” or “temperament”, no one
could have written a better description than Thelma (Pat) Miller, one of the prime
forces behind the Sealyham Terrier for many, many years:



Standard

� DISCUSSION:

Conformation of the Sealyham may be characterized by the word “strength”.
The standard utilizes the word “strong” six times and the words
“power/powerful” four times, plus the phrase “of extraordinary substance”.
Reading these words in context leaves no doubt how earlier fanciers wished to
portray the breed. In addition to the appearance of power as he stands in
place, the breed also exhibits a ground-covering gait, with good reach in front
and a strong drive in the rear. The Sealyham in motion projects determination
and energy, never lumbering, clumsy or reluctant. There is no single feature that
outweighs all others, and balance of all parts is the key to this handsome terrier.

STANDARD:  GENERAL APPEARANCE:
The Sealyham should be the embodiment of power, determination, ever 
keen and alert, of extraordinary substance, yet free from clumsiness.



Standard
STANDARD: Height:  At withers about 10 1/2 inches.
Weight:  23-24 pounds for dogs; bitches slightly less.  
It should be borne in mind that size is more important than weight.

Discussion:
The height and weight specifications are guidelines only and breeders aim to
produce dogs of the correct measurement of about 10 1/2 inches at the withers
to the ground. Weight is most influenced by bone size and density, age and
maturity, and the condition of the dog, including muscle tone. As long as the
dog maintains the correct size (height), weight is not a determining factor unless
the weight is the direct result of either too fine or too coarse bone, or reflects an
extreme physical condition.

The Sealyham is measured from the withers to set-on of tail (approximately 10
1/2”) and from withers to the ground (also 10 1/2”). This square fits into a
rectangular structure created by the forechest in the front and the protruding
rear in the back. These proportions (the square in the rectangle) are the basis
for the overall balance of the Sealyham and if these proportions are nonexistent,
the outline of the Sealyham will not be correct.



Length of Head = 3/4 Height at Withers
Length of Neck = 2/3 Height at Withers

Height at Withers = Withers to Set-On of Tail

In the Sealyham, look for balance.
Standard



Standard

� STANDARD:  HEAD: Long, broad and powerful, without coarseness.  It 
should, however, be in perfect balance with the body, joining neck 
smoothly.  Length of head roughly three-quarters height at withers, or 
about an inch longer than neck.  Breadth between ears a little less than 
one-half length of head.

� SKULL:  Very slightly domed, with a shallow indentation running down 
between the brows and joining the muzzle with a moderate stop.

� CHEEKS:  Smoothly formed and flat, without heavy jowls.
� JAWS:  Powerful and square.  Bite level or scissors.  Overshot or 

undershot bad faults.
� TEETH:  Sound, strong and white, with canines fitting closely together.
� NOSE:  Black, with large nostrils.  White, cherry or butterfly bad faults.



Standard
DISCUSSION:

Measurements again emphasize the necessity for balance in the Sealyham in order to
create the correct outline. They specify a head that is “long, broad and powerful”, words
that remind us of the original working Sealyhams that needed great strength to hunt
badgers and otters in rural Wales. Any refinement, weakness or lack of length should be
considered faulty.

The head should be in balance relative to the whole dog, without any suggestion of
coarseness. It should not be long to the exclusion of strength, and a full muzzle and a
square jaw are very much desired and easily detected upon examination. There should
be no taper to the bite and breeders would do well to avoid breedings that result in a
problem mouth. Typical of many terriers, the teeth are large and meet in either a scissors
or level bite.

The “large black nose” is self-explanatory; suffice it to say that a small black button of a
nose does not fit the head. A fully pigmented nose is also a requirement.

While the Sealyham standard does not address the profile of the head, per se, it is
appropriate that the plane of the skull and the plane of the muzzle should be at the same
angle, interrupted (or connected) by a moderate stop. Additionally, the skull and the
muzzle should be approximately the same length.



Standard
FULL HEAD VIEW 

Correct Head

Apple-headed, coarse, 
“plain” or “common”

Too Long in Foreface, lacking 
fill under the eyes

Short Muzzle, Flat topskull

Cheeky, snipey, flat topskull, 
lacking fill under the eyes



Standard

CORRECT HEAD

Flat Top Skull, Cheeky, 
Snipey, Weak Lower Jaw

Short Muzzle, Throaty, 
Wedge-Shaped Head

PROFILE HEAD VIEW 

Too Long in Foreface, 
Lacks Stop, Too Refined

Coarse, Apple-Headed, Roman 
Nose, Cheeky, Throaty with Loose 
Skin, Stop too Pronounced



Standard

HEAD TYPES



DISCUSSION: There is a common bond amongst most all
terrier breeders that is characterized by a strong attraction
to the “terrier expression”. It is variously described as
“keen”, “full of fire”, “sparkling and intelligent”,
“varminty” and “piercing”. The Sealyham expression is all
of these and more. Possessed of very dark oval eyes, this
dog’s “look” is further enhanced by eyes that are deep-set
under the brow and set fairly wide apart. Eyes that are
large, protruding or of the wrong shape are not
characteristic and are a detraction. Eyes that are too
closely set in the skull are not desirable and often placed
in that position because the skull is too narrow.

LACK OF EYE RIM PIGMENTATION IS NOT A FAULT.

STANDARD: EYES: Very dark, deeply set and fairly wide apart, of 
medium size, oval in shape with keen terrier expression.  Light, 
large or protruding eye bad faults. Lack of eye rim pigmentation 
not a fault.

EYES

shape correct, but too light

Correct - dark oval

Incorrect - too large and round

STANDARD



Standard
STANDARD:  EARS: Folded level with top of head, with forward edge close to cheek.  
Well-rounded at tip, and of length to reach outer corner of eye.  Thin, not leathery, and 
of sufficient thickness to avoid creases.  Prick, tulip, rose or hound ears bad fault.

DISCUSSION: The Sealyham ear is described quite clearly, including that the set-on and fold of the
ear is level with the top of the head. It is not a low-set ear, below the top of the skull, nor should it
have a fold that is even slightly above the top of the head. Most all folded-over terrier ears are
described as “triangular” and pointed at the end. The Sealyham ear is unique in being described as
“well-rounded at the tip”. “Working” ears are an important feature and when something of interest
comes into view or is heard, the dog will alert his ears. Eyes and ears can make or break the
Sealyham expression: dull or faulty eyes and hound ears that simply hang to the side of the skull spoil
the desired look of the Sealy headpiece.

Hound ears are typically so thin in leather that they cannot alert properly. An ear leather that is very
thick and heavy may “work” but the ear will be angled out and away from the cheek. The illustrations
to the right and on the following page depict a variety of ears, including suggested sizes. A point of
interest is that the standard which provides specific measurements of the length of neck and head
does not include any detail regarding size of the ear - not even a description of “large”, “small” or
“medium” is applied. It does say the length should reach the outer corner of the eye. The lack of
measurements for the ear leads to the perception of balance. The small ear will fit nicely on the
slightly smaller head of a bitch; and the same size ear may look too small on the wide, long and
strong head of a dog.



Standard
STANDARD:  EARS: Folded level with top of head, with forward edge close to cheek.  
Well-rounded at tip, and of length to reach outer corner of eye.  Thin, not leathery, and 
of sufficient thickness to avoid creases.  Prick, tulip, rose or hound ears bad fault.

correct head/ears:
ears should not be larger than this

correct head/ears:
ears should not be smaller than this



Standard
STANDARD:  EARS: Folded level with top of head, with forward edge close to cheek.  
Well-rounded at tip, and of length to reach outer corner of eye.  Thin, not leathery, and of 
sufficient thickness to avoid creases.  Prick, tulip, rose or hound ears bad fault.
Hound ears are typically so thin in leather that they cannot alert properly. An ear leather that is very thick
and heavy may “work” but the ear will be angled out and away from the cheek. The illustrations to the
right and on the following page depict a variety of ears, including suggested sizes. A point of interest is
that the standard which provides specific measurements of the length of neck and head does not include
any detail regarding size of the ear - not even a description of “large”, “small” or “medium” is applied. It
does say the length should reach the outer corner of the eye. The lack of measurements for the ear leads
to the perception of balance. The small ear will fit nicely on the slightly smaller head of a bitch; and the
same size ear may look too small on the wide, long and strong head of a dog.



Standard
STANDARD:  EARS: Folded level with top of head, with forward edge close to cheek.  
Well-rounded at tip, and of length to reach outer corner of eye.  Thin, not leathery, and of 
sufficient thickness to avoid creases.  Prick, tulip, rose or hound ears bad fault.

EARS - Faults

Top Left: 
Small Ear, 
Set Too High, 
Break Above Skull

Top Right:
Ear Too Large,
Set on OK

Bottom Left: 
Ear Too Large,
Set Too Low

Bottom Right: 
Approaching 
Rose Ear,
Most Likely Too 
Thin in Leather 
and 
Will Not Alert



Standard
STANDARD: NECK: Length slightly less than two-thirds of height of dog at
withers. Muscular without coarseness, with good reach, refinement at throat, and
set firmly on shoulders.

DISCUSSION:  The length of neck on a Sealyham 
Terrier is a “given” - slightly less than two-thirds of 
the dog’s height at the withers.  A neck that is too 
long will be out of balance with the head and 
body and will likely lack strength and the 
musculature needed to “get the job done” (refer 
to the original purpose of the breed). Though the 
adjective “elegant” does not fit the Sealyham as a 
whole, certainly “elegance” is in the eye of the 
beholder and aficionados of the breed will see the 
correct length neck with appropriate muscle 
development as not only conforming to the 
standard but elegant as well.  In his book, 
“Terriers of the World”, Tom Horner writes that a 
“Sealyham with a good length of arched neck, 
carrying his head proudly and flowing smoothly 
into the top line has a great advantage over his 
rivals in the show ring.” Length of Neck = 2/3 Height at Withers



Standard
STANDARD:  SHOULDERS: Well laid back and powerful, but not over-muscled. 
Sufficiently wide to permit freedom of action. Upright or straight shoulder placement 
highly undesirable

DISCUSSION:  The correct construction of 
the shoulders lends credibility to the 
standard’s call for power.  Well laid-back 
shoulders that lie smoothly contribute not 
only to the desired smooth forward stride 
but help to eliminate the short choppy front 
leg steps that make lots of flashy motion -
but go nowhere.  Correct shoulder and 
foreleg structure contributes to two major 
features of the Sealyham - gait and the 
presence of the forechest. A Sealyham 
upper arm should equal the length of the 
scapula. The shoulder being well laid back, 
the forechest must also be well in front of 
the elbow.  The elbows should always be 
close to the body.  

CORRECT: 
legs as straight as possible 
with deep brisket and 
relatively broad chest with 
smooth muscular shoulders



Standard
STANDARD:  SHOULDERS: Well laid back and powerful, but not over-muscled. 
Sufficiently wide to permit freedom of action. Upright or straight shoulder placement 
highly undesirable

FAULTS FROM THE FRONT
LEFT: narrow front, too high on leg, lacks strength and substance, splay footed
CENTER: out at elbows, fiddle front, toes out 
RIGHT:  
heavily muscled shoulders, bow-legged, toes in, flat footed, shallow brisket



Examples

Correct Layback and Reach



Standard
STANDARD: LEGS: Forelegs strong, with good bone; and as straight as is consistent with
chest being well let down between them. Down on pasterns, knuckled over, bowed, and
out at elbow, bad faults. Hind legs longer than forelegs and not so heavily boned.

DISCUSSION: Beginning with the elbow placed close to the ribcage, there are three
more virtues of the front legs that should carry equal value: bone and substance,
straightness of the legs, and size of the front feet. The degree of straightness of the front
legs correlates with eliminating bowed legs, often referred to as a “fiddle front” and
broken down pasterns. The bone and substance contribute to the essence of the
Sealyham - refinement of bone is faulty. Upright shoulder with short 

upper arm which will restrict 
reach on the move, lacking 
forechest and weak pasterns

Slightly upright shoulder - not 
as severe as center picture -
too high on leg, shallow 
brisket and lacking forechest, 
likely to be lacking strength 
and substance

correct with proper layback of 
shoulder, strong pasterns, powerful 
forechest and deep brisket, low to 
ground



Standard
STANDARD: BODY: Strong, short-coupled and substantial, so as to permit great
flexibility. Brisket deep and well let down between forelegs. Ribs well sprung.

DISCUSSION: The ribcage is a fundamental
of Sealyham construction and the breed
should have one of the more “round” rib
structures of any of the terriers. The ribs
curve out and continue the curve downward,
with the brisket being well below the elbows
and carried between the front legs.

A slab-sided structure is not in the least
desirable. Looking down on the Sealyham
when he is on the ground lends
reinforcement to the characteristics of strong,
short-coupled and substantial. There is no
“wasp waist” and a side view should show
no tuck-up.

This body reflects the term: “extraordinary
substance”.

Average man’s fist (31/2” - 41/2”) should fit under 
the brisket with little or no clearance



Standard
STANDARD: FEET: Large but compact, round with thick pads, strong nails. Toes well
arched and pointing straight ahead. Forefeet larger, though not quite so long as hind
feet. Thin, spread or flat feet bad faults.

DISCUSSION: Big strong feet are necessary for the Sealyham to dig while hunting. The
front feet must be large, round and well padded with substantial nails. Flat, splayed feet
are weak. Symmetrical front legs, pasterns and feet are most desirable, and the
tendency for the pasterns and feet on one side to be unmatched to the pasterns and feet
on the other is a faulty construction.

Correct Front Foot

Correct Hind Foot

Correct Foot Side View,
With Thick Firm Toes

Incorrect Foot Too Narrow
Incorrect Splayed 

Flat Foot



Standard
STANDARD: BACK: Length from withers to set-on of tail should approximate height at 
withers, or l0½ inches. Topline level, neither roached nor swayed. Any deviations from 
these measurements undesirable.

DISCUSSION: The level top line is parallel to the ground, and should not slope from
either the withers to the croup, or vice versa. The correct BACK length is relatively short;
and the correct BODY length is achieved by the strong hindquarters and the brisket that
sets in front of the front legs. In essence, there exists a “square within a rectangle” that
is a necessary factor in the balance of the Sealyham.



Standard
STANDARD: BACK: Length from withers to set-on of tail should approximate height at 
withers, or l0½ inches. Topline level, neither roached nor swayed. Any deviations from 
these measurements undesirable.

Top Left: long back that looks 
longer because of low tail set,  
soft top line that will be more 
obvious on the move
Bottom Left: neck lacks arch 
and substance, steep withers, 
high in the rear, too high on 
leg, lacks forechest

Top Right: short thick head 
and neck, heavy shoulders, tail 
set at the end of the back (not 
low, but makes back seem 
longer)

Bottom Right: long back, 
roached top line, low tail set, 
lacking angulation front and 
rear, lacking forechest

Faults in Profile



Examples
BACKS



Standard
STANDARD: HINDQUARTERS:
Very powerful, and protruding well behind the set-on of tail. Strong second thighs, stifles
well bent, and hocks well let down. Cow hocks bad fault.

DISCUSSION: Sealyham hindquarters are marked by strength and fully developed.
Further, the hindquarters protrude well behind the set-on of tail – an important factor in
the profile. Any tendency toward a straight stifle will weaken the hindquarters and also
negatively impact the profile movement. Over-angulation will also result in faulty
movement and an over-angulated rear will result in an exaggerated profile.

correct angulation and 
tail set with hocks well let 
down



Standard
STANDARD: HINDQUARTERS:
Very powerful, and protruding well behind the set-on of tail. Strong second thighs, stifles
well bent, and hocks well let down. Cow hocks bad fault.

DISCUSSION: Sealyham hindquarters are marked by strength and fully developed.
Further, the hindquarters protrude well behind the set-on of tail – an important factor in
the profile. Any tendency toward a straight stifle will weaken the hindquarters and also
negatively impact the profile movement. Over-angulation will also result in faulty
movement and an over-angulated rear will result in an exaggerated profile.

lacking strength and
angulation, steep
croup and low tail
set related to upright
tilt of pelvis,
movement will lack
drive and may cause
a bouncing top line

over-angulated,
high in hock, sickle 
hocked -
movement will be 
uneven and 
may well cause 
crabbing if 
matched with 
upright shoulders



Standard
STANDARD: HINDQUARTERS:
Very powerful, and protruding well behind the set-on of tail. Strong second thighs, stifles
well bent, and hocks well let down. Cow hocks bad fault.

DISCUSSION: From the rear view, the back legs are positioned along the same track as
the forelegs. A tendency toward a straight stifle weakens the hindquarters and negatively
impacts the profile movement of the Sealyham. A dog that possesses long hocks is
equally faulty and lacking in rear drive and strength. Sealyham hindquarters will be
marked by strength and fully developed. Cow hocks are easy to identify and are very
faulty. Faults from the rear view

correct rear view
strong and well muscled,
hocks short and straight

bow legged, 
high on leg, and
lacking substance

narrow and lacking 
substance, cow hocked



Standard
STANDARD: TAIL: Docked and carried upright. Set on far enough forward so that spine
does not slope down to it.

DISCUSSION: A correct tail carriage and set-on is a “fitting end” to the dog. The tail is
not merely an “add-on” and the nicely placed and well-carried tail will contribute to the
balance of this terrier. An overly gay tail is a fault, and an equally faulty tail is one that is
set on too low. The top line (the spine) should not slope down to the tail set.



StandardSTANDARD: COAT: Weather-resisting,
comprised of soft, dense undercoat and
hard, wiry top coat. Silky or curly coat
bad fault.

DISCUSSION: The Sealyham
Terrier coat is comprised of two
distinct hair types. The top
coat is a wiry, coarse hair that
can be straight or have a slight
wave. Shorter hairs lie tighter to
the skin. It is dense enough to
protect the dog from wind and
rain. The undercoat is
comprised of finer, softer hairs
and is abundant enough to
protect the dog from extremes
in temperature. The longer top
coat hairs are plucked and will
grow back into a smooth but
coarsely textured jacket,
tapered and blended into the
longer furnishings to show off
the smart Sealyham Terrier
appearance.

Two types of coat seen are straight or slightly wavy –
either one is correct.  The Sealy coat is one of the 
most difficult to develop and to keep in proper 
condition.  When examining a sealy feel through the 
furnishings to get an accurate idea of the bone 
structure. Underneath should be a sturdy powerful 
working terrier.



Examples

Good coat texture and in show condition

Excessive Body TickingSoft coat texture and excessive furnishings



Standard
STANDARD: COLOR: All white, or with lemon, tan or badger markings on head and
ears. Heavy body markings and excessive ticking should be discouraged.

DISCUSSION: Sealyhams have bright, white coats. Either an all-white coat or badger
markings on the head and/or ears are equally acceptable. It is generally understood that
“badger” can include black, and even tri-color (shades of silver, black and tan).
“Badger” is a black tip on a tan or blue hair. Heavy or large body markings are not often
seen in the breed, but can be identified in very young puppies. Excessive ticking often is
not revealed until the Sealyham reaches adulthood and such ticking can be seen on the
skin or undercoat, but never on the hard, wiry top coat. Heavy ticking and mismarks
(patches of color on the coat other than the head and ears) are undesirable.



Standard
STANDARD:  ACTION:  Sound, strong, quick, free, true and level.

DISCUSSION: These words, six concise adjectives, describe the Sealyham gait, both
“coming and going” and in profile movement. The front legs should move parallel and
the rear legs should move parallel along the same track. From the side, the top line of
the dog should remain strong and as level as possible, considering the surface. Front
reach and rear drive should match to achieve the necessary balance and energy.



Movement

v Sound, strong, quick, free, true and level.  The hindquarters should be 
moving with freedom and visible drive, reaching well forward and without 
any trace of turning in or out.  Because of the relative lengths of shoulder 
and upper arm bones and the thigh, second thigh, and low hock along the 
angles fore and aft, the Sealyham has the longest stride length of the short 
legged terriers.  The fewer strides taken to arrive at the hunt location the 
more energy left to hunt.

v Action should be light and effortless.  Moving away the hocks should 
remain absolutely parallel, neither too close nor too wide apart and moving 
in a rotary motion.  The feet lifted just enough to show the pads.



Male & Female

TOP:
A mature dog with strength and 
substance and additional muscle through 
the hindquarters, arch of neck and 
prominence in forechest

BOTTOM:
a mature bitch with good substance, 
more refined through the head and neck



Age & Maturity

The same dog of good quality at 
progressive ages.

Fully mature -
not just in coat, but substance 
particularly noted in neck, 
forechest, and hindquarters

between 6 - 9 months

between 12 - 18 months

about 3 years



Judging
Sealyham Terriers possess exceptional quality considering the small numbers that
are exhibited at American Kennel Club shows. Breeders are dedicated to
producing a high standard of excellence in breed type, soundness and
temperament. Sealyham Terriers excel as companions, in performance activities
and conformation.
First Impression
The Standard introduces the breed by stating: "The Sealyham Terrier should be the
embodiment of power and determination, ever keen and alert; of extraordinary
substance, yet free from clumsiness". This cannot be better said! Assess the
balance of the exhibit; the measurement from ground to withers approximates the
distance from withers to set-on of tail. Look for a prominent forechest and
protruding hindquarters to make the outline rectangular. This relatively short-
backed dog carries a neck with good reach, about two-thirds of the height at the
withers and a long powerful head, measuring about three-quarters of the height
at the withers. Based on these measurements, look for a dog that is well
balanced, exceptionally sturdy, but exhibiting neither coarseness nor refinement.
No single feature should overpower other characteristics of the breed.
The Sealyham Terrier will go around the ring easily, with strength, energy and a
good deal of style. His happy and self-confident character will be obvious.



Judging
The Approach and Examination on the Table
Head furnishings of the Sealyham Terrier may hamper the dog's forward vision,
so it is recommended that you give a verbal greeting when approaching the
dog. A Sealyham should be pleased to make your acquaintance.

Identifying specific breed details is important in the head examination: long,
broad, and powerful but without coarseness. Place your hands alongside the
skull and muzzle, and be aware of smooth, flat cheeks and fill under the
eyes. The full muzzle with powerful square jaws allows for strong teeth with a
scissors or level bite. Measure the occiput to the moderate stop with thumb
and forefinger. This measurement should equal the stop to nose. The width of
the skull at the set of the ears should be a little less than one-half the length of
the head. The skull is very slightly domed side to side, not front to back. There
is a slight indentation between the brows. The skin at the throat line should be
snug.



Judging
The Approach and Examination on the Table
Head furnishings of the Sealyham Terrier may hamper the dog's forward vision, so it is
recommended that you give a verbal greeting when approaching the dog. A Sealyham
should be pleased to make your acquaintance.

Identifying specific breed details is important in the head examination: long, broad, and
powerful but without coarseness. Place your hands alongside the skull and muzzle, and
be aware of smooth, flat cheeks and fill under the eyes. The full muzzle with powerful
square jaws allows for strong teeth with a scissors or level bite. Measure the occiput to
the moderate stop with thumb and forefinger. This measurement should equal the stop
to nose. The width of the skull at the set of the ears should be a little less than one-half
the length of the head. The skull is very slightly domed side to side, not front to back.
There is a slight indentation between the brows. The skin at the throat line should be
snug.
Lift eyebrow furnishings to see dark oval eyes that are deeply set and wide apart. The
correct eyes, properly placed, are a major feature of this terrier’s keen expression. A lack
of eye rim pigment is not a fault. Ears are folded level with the top of the head, are well
rounded at the tip, and are carried close to the cheek. The length should reach to the
outer corner of the eye.



Judging
Continuing the examination of the Sealyham, you should be impressed with the substance and
power and also with the smooth flow from the neck to the shoulder and to the body. It should be
smooth with no protrusions or depressions. The neck is long, muscular and strong with refinement
at the throat and widening at the shoulders.

Shoulders are well laid back, muscular but smooth and with enough width to facilitate freedom of
movement. Straight shoulders or short upper arms are highly undesirable. Examine the front legs
down to the feet to find good bone and as straight as permitted by the chest being well let down
between them. Elbows should be tucked closely to the ribcage. A distinctive trait, tied to the
breed’s early history, is large round front feet with toes pointing straight ahead. The front feet are
larger than the hind feet.

To determine the desired depth of chest, slide a fist under the chest behind the elbow to measure
ground to chest. About four inches is desirable. The ribcage is well sprung, short-coupled and
strong but flexible. The brisket is deep, well let down and extending well in front of the
forelegs. This is a low dog - and examination of the lower half is as important as the upper half.

The topline is level. The docked tail is set on high and carried at a right angle to the spine. The
hindquarters are powerful and protrude behind the tail to balance the prominent forechest. The
thighs are muscular and wide, stifles are well bent; the hocks well let down and parallel. The hips
are wide spaced and a view from the rear will confirm this structure. The rear legs are longer and
more lightly boned than the front legs.

The coat is weather resistant, comprised of soft undercoat and a stripped, wiry top coat. Feel a
little coat between your thumb and forefinger to assess texture and to verify the double coat. Look
for textured coat in the furnishings as well.



Judging

Moving the Sealyham in the Ring

The proof of the structure of a dog is in its movement. Sealyham action is sound,
strong, quick, free, true and level. Coming and going, Sealyham legs should look
powerful and parallel. In profile, good reach and drive are evident. The Sealyham is
"on a mission". On smooth ground a Sealyham will move smoothly but he can power
through terrain that is rough or covered with deep grass. The topline should remain
strong and the neck and head are carried above the topline. Allowing the dog to move
at a full trot will enable assessment of action. Even though individuals will vary in
speed, too slow or too fast a pace will prevent the dog from reaching his optimum gait.

Sparring Sealyhams allows a judge to see the dogs stand on their own and exhibit their
posture and expression. Bringing forth two or three dogs at a time enables a judge to
keep order in the ring and at the same time observe alert and keen attitudes and natural
carriage and conformation.



Judging

Presentation of the Sealyham in the Ring

Smart grooming dresses an excellent exhibit, and successful Sealyham Terriers in the
show rings are presented in top condition: a stripped, harsh jacket is blended into body
and leg furnishings that are clean and trimmed to enhance the outline of the dog.
Careful and considerate examination is needed to reveal the real structure of the dog
and grooming the Sealyham by a skilled exhibitor or professional handler is designed to
emphasize the desired silhouette and to minimize faults. The furnishings consist of
somewhat porous hair that can be subject to discoloring and stain. In any case,
attractive and correct grooming is a direct result of many hours of care and
knowledgeable long-term coat maintenance. Judges should be respectful of this
preparation. Other important factors relating to the Sealyham include good weight and
muscle tone. Additionally, attitude and temperament in the ring will reflect the
character of the breed.
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Thank You
Sealy's have been refined since their origin but should not have lost the build to
perform the task they were originally designed to carry out. In judging this breed it is
essential to bear in mind what he was bred for and to keep to the standard in all
matters of type, balance and conformation. Terrier spirit is a wonderful asset in the
show ring and in my opinion something the Sealyham should embody.


