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FORM-AND FUNCTION

The Wheaten, historically, has been described
as'an All Purpose Farm Dog!
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The Wheaten was one of Ireland’s early dogs that seryed as progenltors, of Ireland’s terrlers. ; _
& o N A N A o S

They Were small hardy ammals that kep'f hm}ses and barns fre(}L of vermin and supplled the
«+farmer’s family with a steady supply of small game. Some were also used for menial kltchen tasks.
They Were ‘tough llttle dogs and because of thelr harsh llfe only the strongest surv1ved ' |
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Whelf-’-discussing the “origih of any. *

e

breed, it may well be worth noting’
a quote-from Anna Redlich. In

‘l,;;-h'er book, = :
THE DOGS OF IRELAND S8
she states |
W . ¥ .after all, are not the results
of the evolution of a breed mOre .
impoxtant than its. origin?”’ \ g
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Form Related to Function

The words in bold face are actually used in the standard.
Hardy — Whelp in barn, hedgerow or haystack.

Particularly steady disposition — Perform tasks as herder/guard dog, discriminate
between friend and foe, eagerto please.

Medium size /eompact, well coordinated — Must not take up much room in small
cottage, able to maneuver while catching vermin, hunting, herding and other tasks.

Head moderately long, rectangular and powerful — So as to balance its,powerful
and strong muzzle = Essential for the capture and holding'of predators.

Ears, small to medium, lying next to the cheek — Valued, less risk when tearing
though hedgerow or battling prey.

Temperament, less aggressive — Reflects his role as a generalall-round farm.dog.

Gait, free'and lively with good reach and drive — As required of any good herding
or hunting dog.

Coat, soft and silky,single — Appreciated for ease of maintenance.
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% "N/ ESSENCE OF SCWT TYPE
(Br_eed Charac—:_ter)

e SILHOUETTE -,

Square, medium-sized
Tail set well upon back -
Neck ... Medium in length

Soft, Sllky, Waving, Flowing
Warm Wheaten Color .

'-HEAD-

Rectangular moderately long,
' in proportion to body
Ears ... Small to medium, level with skull,
L held close to head pomt to ground

- ATTITUDE -

Happy,.s_teady, shows hlm_self gaily

e
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| When the W~heaten S soft sﬂksy, wavmg Jacketqs removed you find httle structusal dlfference_
between tl}e SCWT and. mo,st other long"legged terriers. Note. ,here the comparz;tlvely equal™

»1engths of head, neck and back, giving the hallmark balance and modération desired. Note
equal length of upper arm to scapula with correct angulatmn This, with preperly angulateg :
rear 5nh1 well let dowr{ hocks should plfowde the requ1re;ﬂ sportlng tem;énmovement ' jf
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COMPARING THE SILHOUETTE OF THE THREE LONG-LEGGED
IRISH TERRIER BREEDS

/

@& Aeon 109,
Irish Soft Coated Wheaten Kerry Blue

Irish off square, Wheaten and Kerry square.

What are the subtle differences?
*Body shape ... Irish'more racy and less square. Wheaten more moderate, Kerry more extreme
and refined mn outline, primarily due to presentation.
»Ear set and carriage ... Irish & Kerry ears point to eye, higher set. Wheaten ear points to
ground.. Tip of ear should not reach below corner of eye.
sHead ... Not so refined on Wheaten. Trim on head ...Kerry underjaw is clippered, while
Wheaten underjaw is trimmed to give rectangular appearance. More hair left on top skull'of

Wheaten.
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A cornpanson of the
Wheaten and Kerry in Real T1rne'

Often the Kerry appears more exaggerated than the Wheaten
ThlS is usually due to presentatlon (groom and tr1rn)
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The dog on the right displays pleasing
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Front view shows the manner in Whlch the head trlm/presentatlon
. ‘creafes a totally different look on these two s1mllarly structured heads.
 Generally the Kerry ear breaks slightly hlgher than the Wheaten ear.
The correctly made head will generally give the allusmn of a muzzle longer than the skull.
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o ;3 As'with many terrier breeds of the same basic make and shape, s o '
the skull and foreface of the Wheaten Terrier should be on on parallel planes and equal’in length
N WL Manz are losing thls“., \ WL =
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~Two bitches Wlth correct head planes good length and proper ratlo of skull to foreface. S
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COMPAIRISON ON TWO MALES,

o

Correct length, equai skull and foreféé:e,

the back skull sloping back. Skull and '
Correct head planes. - ;

foreface are not on the same plane.

Shortened muzzle. Pronounced stop with



| of equal 1ength The dog On left is too broa‘d in skull o I :
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. 'CORRECT WIDTH OF SKULL* * . . » %

The breadth (‘)fia Wh&ten"s s‘kuﬂ shm;l'd be ea‘sﬂy spanﬁed'by an v'
average smed woman’s hapd The lines shewn across the skyll are
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The ears on this dog are well
placed on the skull and do not
fall below the eye. Ear place-
ment and carriage is what gives
the Wheaten expression, since
the eyes are only slightly
exposed. Note that nose is
large for size of dog, as per the
standard.

These ears are also well placed
and do not fall below the eye.
But note how the hairis cut
away from the eye. Eyes
should only be indicated, never
fully exposed. »

Here we see ears. that are
drifting away from the -
skull." This is incorrect
and spoils the dog’s
expression.- We see these
ears commonly in the
ring.



Hound ear, foreface Ears appéar more low: :
' Cor rect ear placement carriage longer than skull, ©set than they are ‘because - Ears well set but too small. :

and expre§smn on this bltcﬁ‘ . giving a forelgﬁ Ipok of excess,liatr on top skull. «'f RNy , if >
W A ‘. = ) ) E v b E = ) . =
v‘ t 7
W
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Fold of ear is Wrong causmg ears
to drlfb’away from the head. In ~ . - b
addltlon there is no lift to ear. -t Promising head on this young male. ! ;
. Wk i . Rk ihg . ] ek ihe . ] ek g . ] R g . t v
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Pleasingsliape to the eye but a complete lack ¢
of pigment surrounding it. Also note the off-black
nose pigment compared to the dog on right.

Here we see correct eye shape and color.
Note the nice “masecara’ surrounding the
eye. Black pigment is a necessity for
correct breed type. Lack of strong black
pigment should be faulted.

Note the correct large black nose.



CORRECT MEASUREMENTS & ANGLES, FRONT AND REAR

LEGEND: AB = CD, FE = EC =1IJ, CG = GH, CB = BG,

Here you can see correct proportional measurements... like-colored lines are equal.
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Note build up of coat over withers, large, flat feet. his is a better balanced dog in every
& misplaced tuck up on underline. Tail'i§ set off =~ “way. Feet appear small and tight. High set
"+ end of back. As with many Wheatens, this dog =~ tail, he displays nice width to his thigh =
1aCk$j;3ﬁi:ficietl1t width'tqk"i"s;thigh, which'a}ipéi}rs & and'-'i/"lb;w hock. ;(\& e o
narrow and;short. | | IR SRR
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Lack«mg sufficient h1nd quarter
Tlght feet w1th good depth of pad
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Ba;mrel mbbed & Wlde f.ron’t

Y Strong rear goodfbody on
| *th1§‘ bitch. e
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e "‘HERE ARE S@ME EXAMPLES QF‘NATURAL (UN—DDCKED) TAILSS "‘ TS o
Thg,l upper oW representgl;hose that are acceptgble Ta1ls on tye lower row are unacyeptable Hamin ,5
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e CQAT TEXTURE AND COLOR .

Smce coat texture and color, along with presentation, sometlmes create a bit of
. .a hang up with many judges, let’s examine the following dogs together...

: ’ : ’ : ’ : ’ :

Coats on these two Wheatens are acceptable in both color and texture.

LN : LN : LN : LN : LN



. Soft, silky, gentle wave ... 1ook for a shine fo thé coat ./

»
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* Any shade of Whegten Don’t dver}ook quality in f?“m‘ of depth of color. 1P
_ et Depthofci)lorshbuldnwérbeamssue. P A gty P38
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Comparison Study of Two SCWT Bitches

However, note dullness of
COAT . There is no apparent
wave, which indicates the coat
has either been blown dry,
ehmmanng any trace of wave,

oritis.a C‘O’ITONY PLUSH

coat which STANDS AWAY
from the body.- This coat will
BOUNCE rather than ﬂqw.

. appear to be of proper size

Both are very pleasing to the X/
eye and have the correct. X
silhouette. They are square,

and are well balanced. Coat
color is acceptable on both
and coat length appears to be
adequate..

'Here, we note aCOAT that -
is obviously SILKY because it -
shines. We- see ee the obligatory .
GENTLE WAVE . This coat

_maintains enough length to
FLOW when the dog is in

 motion. Tt is an ideal Seoft |
Coated Wheaten Terrier coat.
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b B Imsh and American Coats s
Understandmg The Differences

Many of the Irish coated dogs have beautiful coats, glistening like silk. Some have deeper '
waves in their coats than is the norm here in the US. This should not be misconstrued
as “frizzy”, “fuzzy or “kinky” all of which are con31dered major faults :

-~ -~ -~ -~
pS : pS . pS : P

ﬂ.’- s ..;: ‘.}“"“ K m-&uN
But there are often structural dlfferences a,s well

We often find coarse back skulls combined with narrow muzzles, and a deeper stop. Many have roached
toplines-and low tail sets. They may display little.bend of stifle. Whereas they often have wonderful black «
pigment, coat color is often just this side of white. The dog on left is Irish coated and the dog on rlght 1S in
show trim but not brushed out. Both are champlons ;

- -
e : e : e
- s 5 - s 5 v



r

4 'I‘h1s puppf‘bnch Q\splays a ftﬁl coat ,Note the ufore
L profuse leg furnishings. Also note-that tail is not set. -
lngh.,&m rather off the of her back with'no rear
. CHe. ¥R
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5288 e Here w&"have two seven nfonth old pups, a bifch on the left and a dog on the nght 2

A e 'I'hese pups promde excellent examples of the dlfferenee in the full vs the Insh” coat.
' E ‘,-;_  - Thisis \Eh@ you will see llkﬂhﬁ earher stages g a,,Wheaten S shmgc‘gxeer

~
-
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' .,'Dns youn{' male haSra typlcalffnsh cq;nr
-which wﬂl blossom into a ﬂnng of beauty as B3

he n Note more ?Qrse leg
fu g§

s ’
s 3L
'# &'_
|G A
\"J:‘I .

.».,.'

)
[ g SRl
o '

e
a0,

- b N-



The heaV11y waved coat on some 1rnports 18 correct. It has a sﬂky texture and lays ﬂat to

| the body; The “frrzzy or;“kmky coat that stands away from the body and i 1s dull to the ‘ o
“eye 18 1ncorrect

R
Q'T; . EY
~ /f" S
R
P P
~ /f" S
Very wavy coat, laying close to'the body
Some imports and outcrosses sport an “open’’ coat, -
thinner than that most often seen in the ring here. Since the ) :
word “abundant™ is open for interpretation, it beconies our -
call as o whether the dog in question is of such pleasrng . -4
type that the thinner coat'is acceptable. Additionally, many '
are quite light in color.. White is not ok but often you will .
7N

find ahint of color mucryhke looking for the blue i ina

Kerry s coat. So look for a hint of wheaten color . : ——— s
% Qﬁ“ | $ Qﬁ“ | \ g : Yougg Irrsh-coated .gl_ogé“ |
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There 1s great ’latltude in what coﬂstltutes A
acceptable wheaten color. Generally, when
artificially enhanced, the coat appears to be of a
single shade, much like the Poodle coat, whereas

the Wheaten coat in its natural state, appears
variegated. Often young Wheatens display a {5
deeper shade of Wheaten, bor;lermg on’rred. g 8

In‘the mature Wheaten, d1stmgulshmg between the
Irish coat and the “American” coat becomes _
dlfﬁeuk for the novice ]udge The dog on right is
a young “American” coated dog. Dog below 1sa
mature Insh coated dog

F = . F =
™ - y

As with many breeds of late, owing to
the outlawing of tail docking in many
European countries, you will see some

«. undocked tails. Though our standard
- prefers the docked tail, a natural tail is
allowed but must be carried at a 90° angle
or with a slight curve forward. This tail is
carried too far over the back. -
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Pleagmgbalance and prqurtlons on th1s );f X ThlS b1tch d1§.plays a quahty coa}troi correct length, ).r

b1tch However, she has’ a frizzy, kinky. starfd s ~ pleasing coldr with beautiful waves. She, too, has lbveiy .
away coat It ]g,as been trpped-a la,Blchon : X prqporudns great ta1]’§et cérrect ear=51ze‘and placement
& e , S e b A
T h’e dog on" the right-is a prmie‘ example bf the ’[’5 w=! ’[’5 '-
‘way grey shading can splll out over the head, = 9
neck?,nd into the body. ih\is 1S never conde}led ; "¢
and Should never, underfany circumstance, he R )‘ Fihe :
rewarded - ISR SRR i F 0 U 1 “
_On the adolescent we may fmﬂ occas1ona1 black ,‘ S " ,‘
_guard hairs sprmkled through the body coat. |
Although not preferred, they generally clear i in .
the aéfult coat, and may He overlooked if thea dog J;’ E |
1§ 0therw1se of exemplary BPESn £ iy ' e AL e
) o W NG ey S W S




Slight graf’s'hzding on ears a”nd“”
muzzle is acceptable as is no.

s shadlng However, the gray shadlng,
in excess, spilling onto the head,
down the neck or into the fall i is.

not condoned

i'led»shadi'ng on ezii' leather
is rare in the US butis -
totalLy acceptable ’ ‘

./ Above dog has no gray.
-shading on ears or,
muzzle. The dog to the left
dlsplays an example of the .
slight gray shadlng found

';r\; “P .on ears and m beard.

\ :

The black xﬁuzzle on this pupﬁy is

. f
' 4 '
 excessive and chances that it will
clear to-a light shade of gray is 7 7
. b §
doubtful‘. | b o T T
3 % 4 3 % 3 % 4 - 4 % £
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. % 7 COAT PROGRESSION ON A TYPICAL FULLCOAT . .

P\

k2
X Older puppy coat
i N y
Chmmg to adult coat ' " Aﬂt coat -

TheSe photos show the various stages the full coat may go through. Puppy coat can be very straight and even
shghtly stand-away. Th1s is not always the Qase however. Some pu]gs have the obligatory shmlng, wavy coat
Jfrom the very beginning. Reward it if the dog exhibits the correct make, shape and soundness If the shine g:'
~and waves are not visible on'an adult coat, it is incorrect, ‘ : :

N : N : N

o
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K Ty MQRE ON COAT BR@GRESSION SAME DOG W P

"-

ASHBEY,| l‘

""‘_v-?,..l o2
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.  OneYearOld R Bt 0 Three Yeafsﬂld

£ . . * 2 ¢ ) . : ] : g

‘The tﬁané?t-ioh of puppy. é@'aﬁo adult coat. cei’n' V?ry The 'dog,heise d?s-pl‘ayS a strg,igfﬁef%oat’ B

- atayear than the coat he Qeveloped at matul;aty ThlS is often the case. Coats, during the
_ transition phase and in adolescence, can sometimes contain black guarJ ha1rs But at

;! maturlty, the coat should be clearly Wheaten sﬂky and shmy y W ok 4
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Comparison Study of Two SCWT Bitches

i 5 ot

- bitches. What are the

“*Make and Shape”

Now let s take a look
at the HEADS on these two -

differences? How about the
edrs? What about the

necks? Eyes? BACK is -
level, TAIL well set on: both
bitches.

m@ .

This HEAD appears slightly small and \ Note that*HEAD is in propér

out of balance with the bedy. The . proportion to body, NECK is

NECK;, made thick with this type coat, ; « .of medium length and blends = '

could be disguising a longer back and - ' . smoothly into body. EAR size.and °
- upright shoulder. The EAR is foo large e placement is correct. It is small,

and set low on the skull.” Notice where § held close to the head and points to_:

it 1s relative to the corner of the eye. the ground. It does not extend

Eye 1s over exposed.

below the corner of the eye. Eye is
‘only slightly exposed
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fThese fp‘hotos shcaw the «ﬁay coat.build-up'over V\athers 1S used to dlsgulse a/ionger back &
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. More
on ;
‘Make X
: an(k ‘ : :
have a
~ Shape
: - : , '”? LX ﬁ\u’"‘ = \ d ;
Neck is moderate and should appear to be the same . - “The Wheaten is a . sportmg temer square in °
length as’ the head. This dog 1s’stuffy 1n the extreme, i ‘ _ out‘hne ” This dog is longer than he is tall. Np‘te 2
' : : ' : ' ' : low set ear and poor tail carrlage
N
TR A > 3
X -
oY
N s
o o
N
TR A > 3
X -
oY
Here is another attempt to create the look'of =~ . ;
a shorter\back Note the “tuckAup iscutin - 5 % \
,} >
forwafd of the loin with body coat left behlnd e : : - , - , R
it 50 as to appear as legr furnishings. AN - This is a pleasing well-balanced Wheaten Terrier.
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> Te\nl well set up on b)ﬁk; shelf behind ta'11. )? \»

Iovely neck- tO-'baCk transmon
2
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-

. o .
s s
= -
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Nice head-to-neck ratig, nice ears,
“straight front and rear assembly. :
s ) v X 2 W . . .P

Low on }kg\ low-set ear, poor §ho’ulder placement
Stralght’front and rear. AR =L
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MOVEMENT

We look for mo{zement typical of the sporting Terrier. This dog is e'xhibiting c(")rrect'
reach and drive. Note the degree of extension in his side galt Also note how he holds
his outhne and balance -
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* This dog does not maintain an attractive " - Here is a Wheaten bitch that displays " :

:

. outline and balance when gaiting. Heis long - correct reach and drive while displaying a -
-~ cast ; and will have reach and drive for this_ . " correct make'and shape. Her mllbuette
reason and not because he i 1§ of the correct L5 remams tnya L4
make and shape & o5 o '

L WE DO NOT EXPE(}T NOR DO WEWVANT TRAD T T e
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L O gl MOVEMENEF FRbNT SIDE, R‘EAR g N, G ST

. ,*.: A 2 o A o o A 2% o A 2 o

We wou’fd ﬁrefer that the tdphfie

remain level on the move.
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VIDEO'SHOWING STRAIGHT FORWARD MOVEMENT WITH GOOD EXTENSION.
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.Let’s loak at these Whgatons together.,, What is good almut them wae what is not"’
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~ Broad back skull, nice ear size, high in rear, lovely |
' coat color 3nd texture. Tail off egd of back.

tell. Lovely bz_)lzince. on this square bitbh.
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Length of beard takes away from overall picture.. Abundance Over mmmed ‘and too styhzed ‘Note scooped out
of hair O.Vep ‘withers indicates. dog» 1S longer than he a.ppears | beard. | . .
Overstretched rear could: indicate long second thigh, No shelf b g e Mo o :
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Irlsh ‘coat. Dog is-straight in stlﬂe and appears ' . N Well balanced Wheaten male.
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Tail dn)rpped Ears too fancnyeaunful coat.

Txght feet.

Ear oversized, phcemem
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~ Head, ear size aneip]acemm good.
Incorrectly carried natural tail..

Nlce lengfh of hcad Pleasmg ears Upnght shou]ders:: & b
Iong 'and low. . »

. Buropean dog with correctly carried =~
: . natural tail. Long and low on leg.  * :
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Heaﬁ"sduare rather than réaaﬁgular; Head p]anei”aﬁ
not parallel with back skull sloping back. Upright
_, fshoulders;-,y’l"op,;lhxq sloping. Ears oversized.
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' Wheaten coat2This will lighten withrage.

Hi’ad*and neck not sufﬁé’ieﬁ to balance
. with body. Ears oversized, low set, -

Pretty pup with correct ear set and carriage.
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Remember, color intensity is not necessary. We'

' do not want to encourage artificial coloring of the



Noic the dlffercuéé in coat on tli:se two dogs Dﬂe (left) appeﬁ&sﬂky with
s waves while the othcr (nght) seems plushy and tlpped Both could be more
sqnare 15 outline. Hdwever thc dog bn nght 3])1103"3 nght]y more 3‘1‘}‘“‘?
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. Do allow the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier to show: his Terrier spark!”
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WHEATENS ARE TERRIERS... SPAR THEM!!!.
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-~ ‘A note here...bitches often will-not rise to the occasion when asked to spar.
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* But the boys should be on their toes, as these two are, when asked to face off.
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:“We lnok forward to havmg you as one of ¢ our glfted Wheaten Temer Judges'
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B, Well.,.(that s all far now... e
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